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 Before we even look at the wording of the Saluki standard, the appropriate 

mindset will be useful. First we need to reflect upon why a breed standard was drawn up, 

and secondly we need to consider the general attitudes and experiences of those who 

constructed the document. Finally we need to consider our responsibilities as 

conservators of an ancient breed. 

 

 Individual studbooks for various types of working dogs existed as the property of 

individuals and sporting organizations decades before kennel clubs were created. In those 

early years, the eighteen and early nineteen hundreds, breeding and excellence were both 

defined by function. Excellent examples of a type of dog were those which excelled in 

their work. Form truly followed function. Early British studbooks also recorded 

outcrosses between dogs classified as different breeds from one another. Such crosses 

were openly recorded in England and are part of the genetic history of numerous breeds. 

The first dog entered in the American Kennel Register, an English setter named Adonis, 

had two different pedigrees. Clearly British and American definitions of purebred were 

more flexible in the past. 

 

                                                               Greyhounds, Fermiet (ca. 1896) 

 

It is only with the advent of dog shows that a breed standard was needed as a 

means to assess ñstaticò rather than ñworkingò animals. For some breeds, like Rhodesian 

Ridgebacks, which were initially a highly varied lot of African farm and hunting dogs, 

the breed standard was created to define how a dog had to look to be considered a 

Rhodesian Ridgeback. It was a blueprint to create a uniform breed, a means of 

standardizing a group of dogs that performed a range of functions in a particular 
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geographic area so they could be identified as ña breedò. The breed standard and the idea 

of a purebred Rhodesian Ridgeback were created simultaneously. 

 
1) Egyptian Priestess, 1922  2) Ch. Rasim Ramullah of Pine Paddocks, c. 1950  3) Israel, 1970s, blended 

Sinai/Jordanian/Saudi breeding   

 

The situation with Salukis was very different. Salukis had a long and highly 

romanticized history. The breed Saluki predates by several thousand years both the 

country and culture of Britain where the breed standard in use in the USA was composed. 

The Saluki, though initially called by various names, was acknowledged as an ancient 

and easily identifiable breed. Though British travelers and Orientalists appropriated 

smooth Saluki origins for what was to become the English coursing greyhound, they left 

the feathered variety to retain its heritage. Creating a standard for a hound of both ancient 

and noble lineage was quite a different challenge from creating a uniform breed. 

 
                                  1) Israel, Negev Bedouin Salukis, 1969   2) Amherstia Nafissah, early 1900s 

 

 The framers of the Saluki standard were inevitably influenced by the generally 

held beliefs about canine structure and gait of their era. They were also cognizant of the 


